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Milan Smeh smiles when he describes the 
style of his home. “I guess you’d call it a 
hybrid of styles,” he says. “It has the look 
of a Victorian castle or a medieval fortress. 
I love the combination of wood and stone. 
You can see it in my construction.”

The spacious home Smeh, owner of Legendary Logcrafters, built in 
the Snowbridge community at the foot of Blue Mountain exemplifies his 
love of wood and other natural construction materials. 

Finnigan, the friendly family pet, greets visitors to this comfortable 
home eagerly wagging his tail. Finnigan, a malamute hybrid, seems 
perfectly at home in this elegant rustic setting. It is fitting because Hybrid 
Building System, the newest division of Smeh’s operation is a custom 
pre-fabricated building system that integrates authentic Post and Beam 
construction with current conventional building methods. The result? A 
beautiful custom home that is enclosed and ready for the next phase of 
finishing in three days or less. 

Attention to 
detail, beautiful 
design and solid 

craftsmanship 
are the hallmarks 

of Legendary 
Logcrafters. This 
beautiful home in 
Snowbridge has a 

desirable layout 
and spacious 

principle rooms.

Continued on page 88
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“I’m excited about this new dimension to our business,” Smeh says. 
“In the past we focused on young professionals who were looking for a 
country home in a rural setting or grassroots, log-home enthusiasts. Now 
we have the ability to take on projects that range from the basic to the 
extravagant and involve a combination of building approaches. We stick 
to our motto: Innovative Concepts and Sustainable Solutions. Our market 
has opened up to include a wide variety of clients, many local to this area.”

Smeh’s company, which, during the 1990s, shipped custom-built log 
homes to the United States – from California to Nevada, Florida and as 
far away as Korea – now focuses on Canadian commercial and domestic 
construction. Legendary Logcrafters, using local manufacturing and local 
personnel, is in a unique position to address the needs of the local market. 
Located on a five-acre industrial site in Collingwood, it has a unique 
base from which to provide competitive alternatives to conventional 
custom-built homes. 

Smeh’s love affair with wood construction began before his graduation 
from the University of Western Ontario in 1992 in Civil Engineering. “I’ve 
always been self-employed, ” he says. “While attending Western, I started a 
small summer construction business, building decks and gazebos and I always 
knew I’d be involved in the construction industry somehow.”

Little things, like this peek-a-boo hole in the 
front door, tell a story about the builder and 
his vision. BOTTOM LEFT: Wendy, Milan and 
Finnigan pose for a family portrait. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The great room is located at the back 
of the home with a view of the beautifully 
landscaped yard and golf course beyond. 

The large kitchen is bright and perfectly 
equipped for every cooking occassion. 

The furniture-quality island has a raised 
granite-topped bar and a fabulous 

hammered-copper sink. ABOVE: It’s time 
to enjoy a drink outside and this kitchen 

is just steps from the outdoor patio.

Continued on page 90
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His wife Wendy adds, “Milan has always been a hands-on builder. He 
loves to be involved first-hand in all of his projects.”

Smeh reflects upon how his interest in home construction started. 
“After graduating from Western I travelled through British Columbia and 
the western United States where I was taken by the beauty and variety 
of the wooden homes. I got back and went to the library and got a book 
on log home construction. In ’93, with help from relatives, I built a model 
home in Wasaga Beach. My background in engineering helped with the 
structural components. Things went well. By ’96 we had constructed 15 
homes. In 1997, we built our first home in the States.”

The house at Snowbridge, which Smeh has called home for a number of years 
is now for sale and listed with Doug Gillis, Re/Max Four Seasons Realty Ltd. 

It reflects his architectural interests and the nature-inspired, wood-enhanced 
structures he loves. Dark grey siding, rich brown accents and fieldstone make 
this home a standout in a neighbourhood of executive homes. Its Juliette 
balcony, corner turrets and lookout tower are unique exterior features found 
nowhere else in the vicinity. Large windows provide a panoramic view of Blue 
Mountain, while flooding the main floor’s open space with natural light. 

An expansive entranceway anchored by textured slate tile in natural 
tones leads visitors into an open space with earth-tone walls, custom pine 
trim and striking timbers. The immediate impression is that of a solid, 
classic structure. The singular, central wooden staircase with wrought-
iron spindles that rises from the basement to the third floor is a dramatic 
element that enhances the builder’s naturalistic intent.

TOP LEFT: A pot-filler above 
the commercial-grade stove 

is a must in this spacious 
kitchen. TOP RIGHT: Only the 

best finishes will do. Milan 
pays attention to every detail 

in every room. RIGHT: The 
dining room is located at the 
front of the home with easy 

access to the kitchen.

Continued on page 92
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On the main floor, beyond the open staircase, is a spacious kitchen with 
smart off-white cabinetry by Mike Payne Cabinetry that complements 
the modern stainless steel appliances. Next to the food preparation area is 
an elegant formal dining room with rich wood furniture and muted, plum 
walls. Beyond the kitchen’s vast island, topped in antique brown granite, 
is the great room. Here, floor-to-ceiling windows, upholstered and leather 
furniture and a massive stone, wood-burning hearth by Nottawasaga 
Mechanical create a sense of cosy comfort. 

The timber accents of the home’s exterior are continued in the Post 
and Beam feel of the exposed trusses of the great room. The home office 
has its own gas fireplace and glass doors that lead to the back deck, the 
stone hot tub and the unique water feature and landscaping by Nature’s 
Edge Landscaping.

Smeh speaks proudly of the unique creation he calls “lazy river.” Water 
runs from beneath the hot tub over river rock to a pond. Above the pond 
is a waterfall over a massive five-ton stone slab that gives the backyard a 
great natural feature.

Each of the four bedrooms on the second floor has its own distinct 
style and access to the outdoors via a turret balcony or portico. The master 
bedroom, complete with walk-in closet, sports an en suite bathroom with 
a jet tub, a double shower and his-and-hers vanities all with accents of 
classic travertine stone.

Looking down from the 
top floor of this fabulous 

Snowbridge fortress. 
BELOW: The master 

bedroom is down the hall 
on the upper level.

Continued on page 94
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Ascending the stairs to the third floor, the landing opens to a lookout 
tower providing a panoramic view of the entire escarpment. Beside it, the 
master loft might double as an office space or an exercise area. Right here, 
hidden from view, exists the home’s most intriguing feature. Like all good 
castles, this home possesses its own secret room! The entrance to this one 
is found behind a large Victorian, full-length mirror, reminiscent of the 
fictional Alice’s looking glass!

The lower level with its attractive acid-stain, stamped concrete floors 
has an open entertainment area, a wine cellar for 1,000 bottles created by 
Georgian Bay Cellars, a rustic marble-topped bar, a home theatre room 
and a spacious eramosa/travertine steam shower. 

This home, like Milan Smeh’s vision for the future of his company, is 
a harmonious hybrid of different styles. In Smeh’s words: “I take a lot of 
pride in creating something unique that encompasses a lot of styles. It’s 
my vision for an innovative, dynamic company.”

Smeh’s passion for his work will make his future vision, like this home, 
an elegant reality.  OH

The master bedroom is a true oasis 
with a large en suite and a fireplace. 
Milan and Wendy have done a wonderful 
job furnishing and decorating their 
home to fit the hybrid construction.  
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